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Session Recordings

Speakers, hit the red/blue button!

Attendees, remind speakers about the 
record button!

All recorded sessions will be available 
online on the DrupalYOW youtube 
channel.
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Lay it all out with 
Layout Paragraphs
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Feel free to use 
this

Andrew Lefebvre - 
azuryte (Drupal.org) / azuryte5 (github)



#DCO2024

#DCO2024

Feel free to use 
this

HELLO!

I am Andrew Lefebvre
Project Coordinator/Software Developer
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Habitable zone or 
“Goldilocks zone” for 
content editors 
in Drupal
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“The habitable zone is the area around a 
star where it is not too hot and not too 
cold for liquid water to exist on the 
surface of surrounding planets.”



#DCO2024

“The habitable zone for a 
content editors is the area of control an 
editor has over content creation and 
layouts.”

In the realm of content editing
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Who is this presentation for?

★ Content authors

★ Site builders who build

○ Page layouts, displays

○ Entity forms 

★ Astronomy and Astrobiology fans
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    Layout Paragraphs

xkcd/2336
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Content Editor Habitat Problems

Too Cold
- Refers to too 
much customization 
where content 
editors don’t know 
how to edit. 

Too Hot
- Refers to content 
authors who are 
frustrated with all 
their content going 
in a body text field.
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Helpful concepts to know

★ Drupal 101

★ How to edit content

★ Drupal Layout builder and Page templates

★ Drupal Ckeditor 5

★ Drupal module: Paragraphs
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Choose your content type

“Habitable Zone” for Content Authors

Content Type

Body

Images

   Links

Entity 
References
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Quick Overview about CKeditor 5

★ Toolbar buttons and plugins are added to formatted text editors
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Ckeditor5 example
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Quick Overview about Paragraphs

Drupal entities with pre-defined 
templates, fields, uses.

Can be as simple as a text field with 
image to accordions, tables, call to 
actions and more.  
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Paragraphs example
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Quick Overview about Page Templates

Drupal default 
manage display

Select field formatters 
and display widgets

● Drag and drop field 

order

● Easy for 1 column 

layouts

Layout builder

Layout builder to select 
sections and layouts

● Define Sections and 

columns, placeable 

block regions

● Can have customized 

templates
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How to configure page layouts
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 Overview about Editing and Saving

Content Entity 
Form

Form is fully customizable by 

site builders to provide field 

order, help text, form 

widgets, tabs

● View Mode Previews

● Revisions

● Save as published and 

unpublished

● Workflow Transitions 

Did you know  
preview all 
view modes?
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Example of view mode previews
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Unleashing Custom layouts
A chance for content editing to get “too cold”

★ Allows for content entities within a content 

type to have unique layouts

○ Site builders If you click it. It will allow 

content authors to override the page 

display layout for this viewmode. 

○ All page layout data gets stored in a 

single field in the database
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1 Body Field Problem

Sometimes the body field becomes a catch all.

★ Add a title

★ Add some text 

★ Add an image 

★ Add a table

★ Add a quote block

★ And so on 
Body field

Content
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Body field starts to get a bit much
A chance for content editing to get “too hot”

★ Multiple images being placed in the same 

ckeditor field

★ More than 1 heading per field

★ Adding classes and styling such as float

★ Styled components like alerts, buttons, 

accordions, tables, quotes.
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Layout Paragraphs module

Layout Builder 
Templates

Page templates that 
provide all the display 
functionality define where 
your content section goes

Drupal Paragraphs

All the customization 
that paragraphs give 
to content creators

Layout Paragraphs

Layout Paragraphs provides an effortless 
drag-and-drop editing experience for 
writers, editors, and marketers within the 
content editing form.
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Layout Paragraphs module
Entire Page 

content

Layout 
paragraphs 

Section
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Layout Paragraph module
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Layout Paragraph module
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Layout Paragraph module
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Benefits of defining Layout Paragraphs

Highly customizable03
● Reduces the need of customized layouts
● Creates a tool box, can define which 

paragraphs to see

Saves time learning Layout 
Builder UI02

● Expands on Paragraph module
● Clears up the body field
● May prevent an additional content type

Easy to use01 ● Effortless easy to reorder
● Drag and Drop functionality 
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Potential problems with Layout Paragraphs

Paragraphs can get very 
complicated01

● Get used incorrectly, mistaken for blocks
● Paragraphs within paragraphs
●  Adds an extra layer of complexity 

2-step process to use 
widget02 ● Need to place layout section first

● Combining drag and drop within an entity form

Takes Planning03
● Works with Layout builder but still need to be placed as 

configuration. 

● If you want to repeat paragraph content you actually 
want blocks
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When to use Layout Paragraphs

★ When there are some distinctions between a content type but 
contented to 1 section of layout builder

★ Already using Layout Builder AND Paragraphs
★ Content being added is only being used once
★ Theme are getting annoyed with applying styles within Ckeditor
★ Avoiding making superfluous content types
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What can Content Authors do?

★ Understand content moderation workflow
★ Decide on editorial expectations
★ Include help text on entity form
★ Use a Style guide/Component library
★ Understand benefits of Paragraphs and Layout Paragraphs
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What can Site Builders/Maintainers do?

★ Responsible for recommending the best habitat for Content authors
★ Understand the dangers that customized layouts button
★ Encourage content data to be stored in fields/paragraphs
★ Build the right kind of toolkit for content authors to better manage 

their content. 
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Closing thoughts

Using layout paragraphs is like creating a 
“habitable zone” for content editors where 
its not;

★ Too cold with too much 
customization, unique layouts in 
layout builder

★ Too hot with too much html and 
content and placed into the body field
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THANKS

★ Question Period. 
Any questions?
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Thank you Slide! 
How to reach me
★ alefebvre@coldfrontlabs.ca
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